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Abstract 

This paper makes an attempt to analyze the use of English language and literature which have always 

been an expression to the emotions of various intellectual personalities. They have used it as an effective 

tool to communicate and to project human values with the objective of literature.  

    Language and literature have been used in various ways by the intellectuals and general 

people since ages. If literature is called “the mirror of Life” which portrays the whole 

panorama of human life and its values, language is an expression of human personality 

which gets its colours from certain life activities like livelihood, traditional practices, 

society, family and domestic conditions and a tool for communication. George Bernard 

Shaw said that “I write plays with the deliberate purpose to convert the nations to my 

Opinion.” There are other intellectuals who used literature to reform the society. Romantic 

poets used their poems to spread love among the people while certain other spiritual poets 

like R W Emerson and Sri Aurobindo wanted to reflect sublime truth. Literature is not only 

a play of imagination but it is a source to know men from within, knowing different 

cultures races, eras and regions by giving the aesthetic pleasure simultaneously. Literature 

is something that” preserves the ideals of the people” as said by William J Long. He says:  

The ideals of love, faith, duty, friendship, freedom, reverence are the part of human life 

most worthy of preservation.(Long 7) 

 Language which is an expression to the emotions and ideas is as valuable as literature. It 

also helps in inculcating and preserving values among the people.  

 In the modern time corruption, fraud, malpractices, theft, violence, molestation, rape etc 

are on increase. A highly consumerist society is in place driven by greed for money, lust 
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for enjoyment, hankering for power, position and prestige. In this mad rush for 

materialism, basic human values like love, trust, faith, respect, mutual understanding, 

tolerance and similar human values are breaking down all around us. There are numerous 

levels of divorce rates, suicides, mental illness, conflicts, stress and various other human 

sufferings as a result it has become quite difficult to have a happy, stable and progressive 

society. 

Often a direct question comes at our education system. Is it the fault of our education 

system as educated brains are more selfish as compared to uneducated ones because often 

it is observed that uneducated people are exploited and subjugated by the so called 

educated people? It seems as the factory of education produces miseducated brains. 

Generally education inspires intellectualization and civility but present education system is 

not the exact way for effective social actions. Present education makes the students 

overwhelmed with the sense of career making attitude and avoiding all risks and troubles. 

They spend all their time and energy in applying to different institutions or building 

resumes and they have no time or energy to start innovative revolutions. Such education 

can bring only economic progress in this economic developed society, where people do not 

bother for their fellow beings. We can call these kinds of societies anything but not the 

healthy ones. It seems as the people are more bothering for their stomachs instead of their 

minds.  As A.H. Maslow says –  

“The ultimate disease of our society is valueness.” 

Hence, the present educational system through its mechanistic approach had added to 

human psychological problems, which through its formal and non formal agencies has 

developed an approach of structure, content and process to transmit knowledge without 

any concern for inculcating values in the students. In this context I remember Hilaire 

Belloc, a prolific and versatile writer of poetry, essays, biographies and literary criticism. 

He says in his essay ‘On An Educational Reform’ that in modern society where success 
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can be achieved only through fraud, so they, who want to have brilliant career, should 

focus more on how to cheat rather than on academics because now they are out witted by 

guttersnipes who, are not the masters of letters but can swindle. Hilaire Belloc uses his 

ironical tone that education does not wean away the students from the realities of life so 

how should the syllabus be revised. 

“I conceive that the educationists who are ever lager to improve his changing science will 

here suggest particular subject in this new department. He will see an expanding horizon of 

opportunity. My words have roused enthusiasm in him. He will ask me, for instance, why I 

have not included special classes in blackmail, monopoly, bullying, bribery, perjury and so 

forth.”  

 But in such a scenario there is a ray of hope i.e.  English language. Although there are 

certain other subjects also which deals with the teaching of values yet the teaching of 

English deals with certain topics which can work like a panacea for the ai ling society for 

example social etiquettes, work ethics, team building and group discussions where the 

students are taught not to be too emotional & maintain etiquettes and oppose to the points 

raised by other members by pointing issues rather than launching a personal attack on any 

of the members,  just to name a few. Such types of studies prepare a healthy atmosphere in 

the classroom and offer an excellent opportunity to the students to think interindividually. 

They learn how to unify their purposes and it makes them cosmopolitans. The group 

discussions in the class do not deal with how we can live well within our group but how 

our group can live well with other groups as it is said "The acquisition and development of 

memories and behaviors, including skills, knowledge, understanding, values, and wisdom. 

It is the goal of education and the product of experience.” (en.w 

ikipedia.org/wiki/Learning). 

The English teachers play a vital role in nurturing moral values in their students because 

the teacher’s job here is to coach students through various experiences and reflections 
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while teaching pupils LSRW. Undoubtedly, English is nothing but a training of 

intelligence and wisdom but simultaneously it invokes the sensibility of the students who 

are in the dearth need of it for being the responsible citizens of the country. It is the 

mentoring of discipline of thought and scrupulous sensitiveness of response to delicate 

originations of feeling, sensation and imagination. Teaching of English language can be 

made even further useful if the syllabi stress a little more on developing intellectual and 

cognitive abilities to understand socio-cultural changes of modern time. 

This training of inculcating values should start from the school level. The teacher will not 

only train his pupils how to think about the great things but how to think about all things 

greatly whether of big concern or small. The relationship of a teacher and student can be 

seen as a joint effort to translate experience into action. When this joint effort  is put on 

moral values, it provides a wider scope to the pupils to think about themselves as the 

responsible and contributing members of the society. If the teachers foster mental 

discipline to emphasize learning on cognitive process to make the pupils understand the 

principles and not the meaningless practices, this will allow the pupil to gain self 

enhancement through the discovery of talents and areas of strength. Self enhancement 

works like an anchor and leads to an adequate personality which has posit ive attitude 

towards the self as well as to others.  The pupils learn how to accept themselves and others 

and have the ability to relate broadly to one’s fellowmen.  In this way teaching of English 

language helps the students humanely and intelligently with strategic exploration of right 

and wrong in any arena. 

      This is the cause why our students have been deprived from their roots so fail to 

recognize themselves with their history and cultural heritage. If this education means 

wholesome education, the wholesomeness of this education is implicit as R.P. Shuk la says 

–  
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“The gulf between the rich and the poor, the educated and the uneducated, the exploitation 

of the poor and helpless by educated, the intolerance and selfishness that are widely 

prevalent, the failure of education to impart knowledge and skills to enable majority of 

students to lead economically independent lives, the rampart unrest among students and 

their taste for disvalues, the uprootedness of the educated in their own tradition, culture 

and values; the demand for dowry and the incidents of bride burning even by the educated, 

speak volumes of failure of Indian education system in imparting true education.”  

Thus it can be concluded that in the present scenario when materialistic development is 

flourishing at the cost of human emotions and values, something which can preserve 

humanity in human beings is required. Literature and language are some of the 

approachable options as the language of literature in general has the power to open wide 

the human heart and the inner eye as Sri Aurobindo sings:  

Let thy hue-winged lyrics hover like a birds 

Over the swirl of heart’s sea 

Touch into sight with thy fire words 

The blind indwelling deity 

O Muse of the silence, the wideness make 

In the unplumbered stillness that hears thy voice,  

In the vast mute heavens of the spirit awake 

Where thy eagles of power flame and rejoice 

Out, out with the mind and its candle flares,  

Light, light the suns that never die. 

For my ear the cry of the seraph stars 

And the forms of Gods for my naked eye! 

                      Musa Spiritus (Collected poems 589)  

  

Pramana Research Journal

Volume 8, Issue 9, 2018

ISSN NO: 2249-2976

https://pramanaresearch.org/ 315



Works Cited 

1. Aurobindo, Sri. Collected Poems. Pondicherry: Sri Aurobindo Ashram, 1972. 

2. Belloc, Hilaire. ‘On An Education Reform’ Oxford University Press: 1090.  

3. Brooks, Cleanth, Robert Penn Warren. An Approach to Literature. New York: Crofts, 

1942. 

4. Long William J. English Literature.  New Delhi: AITBS. Publishers and Distributors, 

1999. 

5. Maslow, A. H. “New Knowledge in Human Values” Preface: 1959.  

6. Shukla, R. P. “What is Wrong with Our Education” Voi X, No III, 1984.  

 

 

 

 

Pramana Research Journal

Volume 8, Issue 9, 2018

ISSN NO: 2249-2976

https://pramanaresearch.org/ 316


