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ABSTRACT  

 

After Globalization the population in India has migrated from rural to Urban Areas in search 

of job, health facilities, education, and better lifestyle. This leads to overcrowding in the Urban 

Areas and increase in Urban Poor. Overall poverty in India has declined in the past two decades 

but the urban poverty has eventually increased. This has led to several problems to the urban 

poor among which the important one is the informal settlement of the people leading to slum 

dwelling and giving them unhealthy environment to live in. These informal settlements are 

temporary in nature and does not give ownership rights. 25% of the world’s population resides 

in informal settlements, with a population of 213 million. Two programs at central level are run 

by Government of India which are VAMBAY and NSDP which are working after India took 

help from World Bank to take initiatives to aid housing and sanitation facilities to the urban 

poor and eradicating poverty in India.  
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INTRODUCTION 

In today’s increasingly global and interconnected world, around half of the world’s population 

resides in urban areas. With the continued urbanization the United Nations projected that the global 

urban population will grow from 3.3 billion people in 2008 to almost 5 billion by the year 2030.1 

Urban lifestyle is often associated with better quality of educational facilities thus leading to higher 

level of literacy, better health, better transportation facilities, greater access to social services, and 

enhanced opportunities for cultural and political participation in short an expected easier lifestyle 

which attracts the pull and push factor of Urbanization.[1] 

In Northern America around 82% people live in Urban Areas, which is 80% in Latin America and 

the Caribbean, 73% in Europe Africa to 40% and Asia at 48%. All the regions are expected to 
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urbanize more in the coming years and among which Africa and Asia are the one which are 

developing faster and expected to reach 64% by the year 2050.[2] 

 

URBAN POVERTY  

The definition of poverty is multi-dimensional. It varies with the class of people according to their 

region, gender, resources etc., for instance poverty for the people in Ghana for men is less holding 

of material assets, whereas for women it is food insecurity, in Madagascar poor farmer link the 

term with drought whereas for the rich is the change in terms of international trade. Thus, the 

meaning of the term varies with the requirement and adaptation of the people in different regions 

depending on their economical background, gender, age etc. [3] 

In general terms urban poverty can be defined as the persons below the poverty line in urban areas. 

It is a challenge to measure poverty, but the most common method used is the money-metric 

measure which include income and assets of a household to earn basic necessity goods.  

Urban poverty unlike rural poverty face several challenges and are vulnerable to variety of issues 

such as:  

1) Economic vulnerability – This vulnerability arises mainly due to employment of urban poor 

in either unskilled or semi-skilled jobs of informal sector, and women in household activities or 

street vending or in-home based activities, which leads to low paid jobs, which are not secured in 

nature and hence, low saving capacities, which promotes access to informal credit institutions with 

high interest rates and thus accelerating poverty.  

2. Social vulnerability – Due to less access to education, food and health security programmes, 

lack of skills, low social status they are not considered by local institutions. Also, even if with the 

availability to send their children to schools, to support household earnings they prefer going to 

jobs which contributes the phenomenon from generations to generations. 

3. Health related vulnerability – Due to high population density, poor shelter, improper 

sanitation facility, polluted water, etc. there is a risk of health of the people. Their employment in 

hazardous jobs also increase the risk of severe health issues. Food deficiency and malnutrition are 

another reason contributing poor health issues for women, children and elderly people.  

4. Disaster related vulnerability – Due to lack of coping up facilities they are prone to natural 

disasters.  
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5. Personal and psychological vulnerability – There is social insecurity and lack of support for 

the women, children, and elderly, disable people who are prone to violence and anti-social 

activities against them.  

6. Housing vulnerability – This is the most prominent vulnerability which generally helps to 

demarcate poor in urban areas. It is related to building temporary shelters on vacant lands with no 

ownership rights, no proper supply of water and electricity to individual, no personal toilets, 

unhealthy and poor sanitary conditions. House lessens is another problem leading them to reside 

on footpaths and roadsides which abides them from government schemes and make them prone to 

accidents. 

CONCLUSION 

The regulatory frameworks in India are not sufficient in their implication form as the funds allocated 

by the center and state for the programmers are not sufficient to solve the problem of slum dwelling. 

With the growing nation the problem of urban poverty is also growing as people are attracted towards 

migrating to urban areas with a view of having access to all the facilities in cities. Even if they do so, 

further plans can be implemented like Slum Area Improvement and clearance act, 1956 not only in 

Union Territories but also extending to other states also. Further improvements can be done with 

involving beneficiaries, local governments, or private organizations and mobilizing them effectively 

for the same. Also, the Subsidy rates ranging between 80 to 90 percent of total cost of housing are very 

high. Which can be balanced by eliminating unbudgeted free land and loan defaults. Kudumbhashree 

programme in Kerala is a good example which has taken help from self-help groups for providing 

shelter and also to eradicate poverty. There is also need to priorities demand need programs keeping 

in mind the principles laid by the international institutions for the same. 

REFERENCES 

[1] C. Tacoli, G. McGranahan, and D. Satterthwaite, Urbanisation, rural–urban migration 

and urban poverty. 2015. 

[2] M. Ravallion, S. Chen, and P. Sangraula, “New evidence on the urbanization of global 

poverty,” Popul. Dev. Rev., 2007. 

[3] A. de H. and S. B. Rachel Masika, “Urbanisation and Urban Poverty : A Gender 

Analysis,” 1997. 

Pramana Research Journal

Volume 8, Issue 4, 2018

ISSN NO: 2249-2976

https://pramanaresearch.org/399



 

Pramana Research Journal

Volume 8, Issue 4, 2018

ISSN NO: 2249-2976

https://pramanaresearch.org/400


