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ABSTRACT 

Law is dynamic in nature and depending upon the needs and prevailing conditions in a society 

it must amended from time to time. For doing the same one must understand the needs and 

desires of that society through the medium of voiced opinions. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The will of the people, in any free nation has always been the determining factor in policies of 

governance. If the opinion of a large majority of people desire a particular change to happen, then 

such a change comes in that society as long as it does not violate anyone else’s right. The way 

democracies function, public opinion cannot be neglected by the rulers and freedom shall only be 

recognised when popular belief is well respected by the rulers. History is evident of struggle 

movements for freedom from oppression in different parts of the world. In the process of it, people 

came to realise the importance of voicing collective opinion and using it as a tool for good 

governance.[1] 

The term “governance” and “good governance” refers to the process of decision making and the 

process by which decisions are implemented. It emphasizes on the formal (the government of a 

state) and informal (the civil society) actors and structures. Good governance requires a society 

that ensures the participation of its people, transparency, consensus, responsiveness, equity, 

effectiveness, accountability, and a fair legal system that is enforced impartially. 

ONLINE FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND EXPRESSION 

The Internet has turned into a mainstream medium of exercising the right to freedom of speech 

and expression today. The need and the opinion of the citizens can never be made oblivious in a 
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democratic country, and to ensure it this right has been imbibed under Article 19(1) (a) in the 

Constitution of India, 1950. The actions thus taken in a state must be towards furtherance of the 

collective benefit of all individuals. This right acts as a tool to put forward opinion of individuals 

while simultaneously making sure that a legal mechanism exist in case it is violated. This right is 

not absolute in character but has certain restrictions imposed upon it. Under certain circumstances 

as mentioned in Article 19(2) the state shall have the power to restrict this right, the validity of 

such restrictions shall be interpreted by the courts based on factual backdrop. Democracy is based 

on essentially free debate and open discussion, for that is the only corrective of government action 

in a democratic setup. In many of the earlier cases, the Indian Supreme Court has often showed 

skepticism in applying the U.S. jurisprudence to the Indian free speech cases.[2] 

The conventional free speech framework has been challenged by the Cyberspace as freedoms are 

being enforced technologically. The Supreme Court of India in Shreya Singhal v. Union of India 

struck down Section 66A of the Information Technology Act, 2000 on the grounds of vagueness. 

It was the first step in the constitutional engagement of the Supreme Court with cyberspace. The 

Judgment has increased the scope of the right available to us to express ourselves freely, and the 

limited space given to the state in restraining this freedom in only the most exceptional of 

circumstances. Justice Nariman has highlighted that the liberty of thought and expression is not 

merely an inspirational ideal. It is also “a cardinal value that is of paramount significance under 

our constitutional scheme.[3] 

CONCLUSION 

Nowadays online platform became a very convenient way to express views on any ongoing topic. 

It provide voice to the general public who actually do have any say in the matter of importance but 

now they gained a platform to raise their voice against anything or about anything. 
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