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ABSTRACT 

In today’s world there is severe need of pollution free environment. The reason behind is that 

that nowadays there is emission of large amount of smoke all around the nation which is 

effecting the both the health and the atmosphere. There should be environmentally sustainable 

development should be there in order to achieve the goal of pollution free environment and to 

stand on the side of other countries. 
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INTRODUCTION 

There are many efforts are being made by the WTO in order to achieve the objective of sustainable 

development. But because of many reason in the line, at many instances WTO itself being the most 

renowned and strongest body fail to comply with the requirement to reach to the sustainable 

development.  Since the DSB has been subject to a number of criticisms, such as having no 

experience in environmental issues, a number of scholars have called for a new adjudicatory 

institution, particularly a new Environmental International Court.[1] 

 

OBSTACLES FACED BY THE WTO 

1. Difference in environmental standards:  

Differences in environmental protection standards can be an obstacle to achieving the aim of 

environmentally sustainable development. These differences clearly appear between developing 

and developed countries, often creating pollution havens for industries and firms seeking less 

regulatory oversight. Such problems of different protection standards can be overcome by 

harmonizing these standards, at which point it would be easy to determine whether there is a 
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violation of such standard that arise in different jurisdictions. Such solutions can be hard to 

achieve, however, as developing and less developed countries may not have the financial capacity 

to meet those global standards.[2] 

The idea of harmonizing environmental standards might also face difficulties in practice, because 

some countries could adopt higher standards than the international ones.  

 

2. High costs 

There is a major concern that expanding economic and trade growth has no guarantee that it will 

not affect the environment. In Trade and Environment Special Report the WTO itself 

acknowledges that expanding trade can affect natural resources and create pollution where 

appropriate environmental measures are absent. The high cost of environmental-friendly 

technology, however, can be an obstacle facing less wealthy countries considering environmental 

issues. It can be argued, however, that free trade is capable of promoting higher environmental 

standards; as such liberalization can increase financial capacities.  

As a result, more expensive environmental-friendly technology could be afforded and 

implemented. This assumption might be true, as environmental protection requirements need 

wealth to be improved. It might be difficult, however, for developing and less developed countries 

to reach such requirements without getting finical assistance. For example, in the Tuna-Dolphin 

case, the required expensive fishing technology was hard for Mexican firms to adopt, but much 

easier for US firms. The trade of developing countries can be negatively affected by such measures 

when they cannot meet the developed countries requirements.[3] 

Therefore, the WTO should play a role in financing poor countries so they can meet the 

environmental standards imposed by importing countries. As a consequence, such financial 

support could eliminate the conflict between environment and trade. 

 

3. Transparency 

The lack of transparency of the DSB can be considered one of the main obstacles facing the WTO 

in promoting environmentally sustainable development. For example, the DSB’s meetings are 

closed, contrary to the majority of international dispute settlements like the International Court of 

Justice, where the procedures are public.  
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The need for transparency can be observed in the importance of the DSB in challenges to national 

laws and sovereignty over environmental issues. One could argue that national law has typically 

been developed for many years in open society with input from all sectors. Under the DSB, 

however, this law can be challenged or even overturned in a closed process with nothing but 

hearings from governments.  

This lack of transparency can insufficiently connect the process to environmental stakeholders, 

who cannot contribute their views and expertise to the process. The involvement of environmental 

stakeholders and experts is very important to ensure the adequate promotion of environmentally 

sustainable development by the WTO.[4] 

CONCLUSION 

The environmentalist movement has a consensus that international cooperation is the best strategy 

to protect the global environment. It can be argued, however, that protecting the environment 

through unilateral trade measures can exacerbate holdout problems and lead to strategic behavior, 

thereby increasing transaction costs and reducing the possibility of cooperative solutions to 

international environmental issues. 
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