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Abstract 

Teaching being a vigorous activity entails a positive attitude and definite specific 

capabilities from its practitioners. Teachers’ adeptness depends on the attitude she 

possesses for the profession. The positive attitude helps teacher to develop a conductive 

apprentice friendly milieu in the classroom. This also casts a productive effect on learning 

of the students. Attitude being a societal construct is influenced by many factors like 

gender social strata ,age, stream of education and previous experience of the job. What 

bearing the gender and stream of education has on the attitude of student teachers 

towards teaching profession to throw light on this a study was conducted using a 

readymade tool. Study of different categories like urban male and female science stream, 

urban male and female social science stream, rural male and female science stream, rural 

male and female social science stream was undertaken. In a sample of 90 students 

teachers responded. The mean scores were considered and‘t’ value was calculated to find 

the difference in the teaching attitude of different categories. 
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Introduction 

The teacher’s roles and tasks have found extension outside the classroom. The enactment 

of educational policies, transaction of curricula and spreading consciousness are the main 

areas which keep teacher in the forefront. Changing times have added new dimension to 

this profession, which requires specified proficiencies and right attitude. Behaviour, 

attitude and interest of teacher help in shaping the personality of the student. Attitude is a 

tendency to react in a particular manner towards the stimuli (Anastasi, 1957). 

It is a vibrant entity which is subject to change. It is a determining factor of the teacher’s 

performance. “Attitude is defined as a state of readiness shaped through the experience 

and influences the response of individual towards the stimuli”.  It is pioneer of the 

behaviour and varies from favourable to unfavourable through unbiased. Attitude is made 

up of three components affective, behavioural and cognitive, therefore, acts as a 
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touchstone of the individual behaviour (Feldman, 1985). Factors which bear influence on 

the attitude of the teacher are the native environment, family background, socio-

economic background, beliefs and educational institutes etc. School status, school 

infrastructure, safety conditions in the school, social and professional status all these 

factors are vital in casting impression on the teachers attitude (Barros & Ela 2008). 

 

Additional factor which casts impact on the attitude is the experience. This holds true for 

teaching profession also. Teaching experience of the teacher pays significantly in forming 

attitude (Suja, 2007). The teacher’s attitude towards the subject and student is significant 

in creating desire to learn in the students. Gender and type of training are the paramount 

factors influencing the attitude of the teacher (Oral, 2004; Bozdogen et al, 2007). It is 

found that female teachers have positive attitude towards teaching profession (Capa & cil; 

2007). Scarce financial compensation and postponement in payment of salaries are the 

causes of teacher’s having low attitude towards teaching profession (Osunde & izevbigie, 

2006). These deleterious factors when minimized can encourage teachers to be more 

conscious and responsible towards their duties. Initial teacher training helps in shaping the 

attitude of student teachers towards teaching profession. 

 

Development of positive attitude towards profession helps in developing imaginative 

intellectual and inspiring students (Celikoz & Cetin; 2004). The different learning 

environment, instructional materials and strategies adopted in initial teacher training 

programme are also responsible for difference in attitude of student teachers towards 

teaching profession (Mckeachie, 1994; Mordi; 1991; Schibeci & Riley,1986). The type of 

attitude influenced by the teacher stimulus the quality of the work accomplished and 

teaching. Attitude of the teacher has the imprint of competencies that she possesses. 

 

The Background 

A number of studies have been conducted to assess the influence of attitude towards 

teaching profession on the teacher’s performance inside and outside the classroom and the 

factors which have bearing upon it. 

 

Devi (2005) found that success in teaching field depends upon two prime factors- attitude 

towards profession and job satisfaction. Suja (2007) also confirmed similar findings. 

According to him, attitude towards profession, interest in profession and teaching 

experience influence job commitment of the teacher. Mathai (1992) in his study 

emphasised that attitude towards profession and success in teaching are correlated to each 

other. In another study, Cornelius (2000) revealed that intelligence, attitude towards 

teaching and academic achievement of teacher trainee cast impression on their 

competence. Gynanduru and Kumar (2007) established that over achievers and average 

achievers possess more favourable attitude towards teaching in comparison to under 
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achievers. Pushpam (2003) confirmed positive relationship between women teachers’ 

attitude towards teaching and job environment. 

 

Studies on attitude reveal that teacher’s efficiency and classroom performance are based 

on her attitude towards profession up to a large extent. Most of the studies have 

highlighted the gender of teacher, academic achievement and job satisfaction as the 

factors influencing attitude towards profession. The present study is an effort to find out 

the bearing of factors like gender (Male/Female), Category (Rural/Urban) and stream of 

education (Science/Social science) on the attitude of student teachers of Jhajjar district 

 

Objectives of the Study 

 To determine the teaching attitude of male and female (urban) science stream 

student teachers. 

 To find out the teaching attitude of male and female (urban) social science 

stream student teachers. 

 To determine the teaching attitude of male and female (Rural) science stream 

student teachers. 

 To determine the teaching attitude of male and female (Rural) social science 

stream student teachers. 

 To bring in light the difference in teaching attitude of Rural and Urban students 

with respect to their stream of education. 

 

Hypotheses 

 There is no difference in the teaching attitude of male and female (Urban) social 

science stream student teachers. 

 There is no difference in the teaching attitude of male and female (Urban) science 

stream student teachers. 

 There is no difference in teaching attitude of Rural and Urban (male) student 

teachers of science stream. 

 There is no difference in teaching attitude of Rural and Urban (female) student 

teachers of social science stream. 

 There is no difference in teaching attitude of Rural and Urban (male) student 

teachers of social science stream. 

Methodology 

To assess the attitude of student teachers towards teaching profession the teacher attitude 

inventory developed by Dr. S. P. Ahluwalia has been used as a tool. 

Population 

90 student teachers of B.Ed. programmes in Bhadurgarh, Jhajjar District. 
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Sample Size 

For the present study the sample size remains restricted to 90. 90 student teachers 

belonged to the same college purposive stratified sampling is done by the researcher. 

Sample categorized for the study is as Urban (male & female) science stream, Urban 

(male and female) social science stream, Rural (male & female) science stream, Rural 

(male & female) social science stream, Female (Rural and Urban) science stream, male 

(Rural and Urban) science stream, Female (Rural and Urban) social science stream, Male 

(Rural and Urban) social science stream. 

Tool Used 

The teacher attitude inventory is a ninety item likert instrument consisting of six 

subscales. Each subscale has fifteen statements that pertain to a particular aspect of 

prospective and practicing teacher’s professional attitudes. 

 

The six aspects dealt with in the inventory are attitude towards teaching profession, class 

room teaching, child centred practices, educational process, pupils and teachers. Out of 

ninety items fifty six are in positive declarative form and thirty four of  them are in 

negative form. 

 

Forty three items are meant to assess attitude in favourable direction and forty six in 

unfavourable direction. Likert continuum strongly, agree, undecided, disagree and 

strongly disagree has been provided for each item. The subjects responded by putting tick 

mark in the chosen alternative against the serial number of the attitude statement in the 

answer sheet. 

 

Though no time limit was assigned for recording responses on the answering Performa, 

yet student teachers were asked to complete it as soon as possible. 

 

Once the exercise was over the different categories were sorted out like male/female, 

Rural and Urban, and science/arts. 

 

Scoring 

Each item alternative has been assigned a score ranging from 4 (strongly agree) to 0 

(strongly disagree) for favourable items. In case of unfavourable items the scoring range 

is reversed i.e. from 0(strongly agree) to 4 (strongly disagree). The attitude score of a 

subject is the sum total of item scores of all the six sub scales. The theoretical range of 

scores is from 0 to 360. Higher score indicate more favourable attitude towards teaching 

profession. 
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Data Analysis 

Table: 1 

Aggregate score of Urban student teachers (Science stream) 

 Female Male 

Mean 263.00 272.57 

Variance 203.143 380.53 

SD 14.64 21.07 

Observations 21 7 

t Stat -1.196 

(NS) 

NS: Non significant 

Analysis: The Set 1 shows the scores of urban (science group). In this group twenty one 

females and seven males are present. Attitude of both the groups towards teaching 

profession was analyzed using t test to study significant difference between both the groups. 

The results show no significant difference between both the groups 

Table: 2 

Aggregate score of Urban student teachers (Social Science stream)  

 Female Male 

Mean           278.74 270 

Variance           131.878 347 

SD 11.80 20.41 

Observations 19 6 

t Stat -1.0856 (NS) 

NS: Non significant 

Analysis: t score is non-significant at 5% level. It shows that no difference in attitude 

towards teaching profession is present between Urban Male & Female in Social Science 

group. 

Table: 3 

Rural student teachers (Science stream) 

 Female Male 

Mean 276.50 262.667 

Variance 133.25 17.556 

SD 12.65 5.13 

Observations 6 3 
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t Stat 2.61145* 

*significant at 5% level 

Analysis: There is significant difference in attitude towards teaching profession 

between Male & Female students in Science group. 

Table: 4 

Aggregate score of Rural student teachers (Social Science stream)  

 Female Male 

Mean 277.862 244.75 

Variance 374.188 607.688 

SD 19.49 26.35 

Observations 30 8 

t Stat 3.51256** 

*significant at 1% level 

Analysis: It is evident that difference in attitude towards teaching 

profession is present amongst Rural Male & female students of Social Science stream 

Table: 5 

Science stream Student teachers (Female) 

 Female Male 

Mean 276.50 263.00 

Variance 133.25 203.43 

SD 12.65 14.60 

Observations 6 21 

t Stat 2.3909 * 

*significant at 5% level 

Analysis: t score is significant at 5% level which implies that difference in attitude 

towards teaching profession is present Rural female & Urban  female student teachers of 

Science stream 

Table: 6 

Science stream Student teachers (Male) 

 Female Male 

Mean 262.67 272.571 

Variance 17.556 380.531 

SD 5.132 21.07 

Observations 3 7 
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t Stat -1.2764( NS) 

*NS: Non significant 

Analysis: t score shows that there is no significant difference between the Rural & Urban 

male students’ attitude towards teaching profession. 

 

Table: 7 

Social Science stream Student teachers (Female) 

  

 Female Male 

Mean 277.724 278.737 

Variance 377.165 131.878 

SD 19.26 11.80 

Observations 30 19 

t Stat -0.22675 (NS) 

*NS: Non significant 

Analysis: There is no significant difference in the attitude of Female Rural and Urban 

(social science) student teachers towards teaching profession. 

Table: 8 

Social Science stream Student teachers (Male) 

 Female Male 

Mean 244.75        270.00 

Variance 607.688        347 

SD 26.35     20.41 

Observations 8 6 

t Stat -2.18294 (NS) 

*NS: Non significant 

Analysis: There is no significant difference in the attitude of male Rural and Urban student 

teachers of social science stream towards teaching profession. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Studies reviewed on attitude towards teaching profession reveal that attitude towards 

teaching profession are a significant predictor of teaching efficiency. Some studies 

indicate that female teachers possess a high degree of attitude than male teachers and 

teachers with positive attitudes tend to encourage their students. 
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The analysis of data of present study depicts that attitude  towards teaching profession  of 

rural (male & female) student teachers of Science as well as Social  science stream do not 

show significant difference (Table: 1&2). However studies conducted by Rawat and 

Sreevastava (1984) found Significant difference between male and female teacher 

trainees’ teaching attitude. While Balan (1996) reported no significant gender difference 

in the attitude towards teaching of student teachers. 

 

Naik and Pathy (1997) reiterated that female science teachers have more positive attitude 

towards teaching than male counterparts. Poozhikuth (1989) also stressed that female 

teachers have more favorable attitude towards teaching than male teachers. Ghosh and 

Bairagya (2010) in their study concluded that female secondary teachers possess more 

favorable attitudes towards teaching profession than male teachers. Benjamin et al. (2011) 

also supported this view that female student teachers had more favorable attitude towards 

teaching profession than male student teachers. 

 

The study undertaken also depicts that in tribal category significant difference at 5% level 

is observed between male and female student teachers of science and social science 

stream. Females possess more favorable attitude in comparison to Male rural students in 

both the academic streams (Table: 3 & 4).While comparison of urban (female) and rural 

(Female) students of science stream shows that rural (female) have more favorable 

attitude towards teaching profession(Table: 5),while no significant difference in attitude 

towards profession was observed among Rural and Urban (Male) students of science 

stream (Table: 6). Table: 7 show that female student teachers of social science stream 

(Tribal & Non-tribal) show no significant difference in their attitude towards teaching 

profession. Same is the case with male student teachers(Tribal & Nontribal) of social 

science (Table: 8). 

Theresal and Benjamin (2011) also found that male student-teachers and female- students 

teachers have no significant difference in their attitude towards teaching profession as 

well as self - esteem. Most of the researches and present study conclude that student 

teachers (female) possess more favourable attitude towards teaching than their male 

counterparts. Difference in attitude towards teaching profession is observed between male 

& female (Rural) student teachers of Science stream, social science stream and Rural & 

Urban (female) student teachers of science stream. 

In all the three groups, Rural (female) student teachers show favourable attitude towards 

teaching profession. 

 

Hence hypotheses (iii), (iv) and (v) get rejected as difference in attitude towards teaching 

profession is found in Rural (male & female) student teachers of science stream and social 

science stream. Difference of attitude towards profession is also significant in female 

student teachers (Rural and Urban) of science group. 

Pramana Research Journal

Volume 9, Issue 12, 2019

ISSN NO: 2249-2976

https://pramanaresearch.org/97



 

Hypotheses i, ii, vi, vii, viii, ix are accepted as no difference of attitude towards teaching 

profession was observed in urban (male & female) student teachers of science and social 

science stream; Male (Rural and Urban) student teachers of science stream; Female (Rural 

and Urban) student teachers of social science stream; Male(Rural and Urban) student 

teachers of social science stream. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Attitude being a dynamic entity gets influenced by variables like age, previous 

experience, beliefs, gender and stream of education. New teachers enter the teacher 

training program me with already established beliefs but Pre-service teacher training 

programmers help in shaping the attitude of teacher trainees by providing a series of 

experiences incorporated in their curriculum. 

 

Srivastava (1989) opined that favourable attitude of student teachers are formed at the end 

of teacher training programme. Yadav (1992) revealed that training had a significant 

influence on their self-concept, social maturity and attitude towards teaching profession. 

 

A positive attitude towards teaching profession can bring the desired quality in the 

education sector by developing sense of duty, professional competence and by giving 

them an insight of the student’s needs and problems. This area can be further explored  by 

the researchers. 
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