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Abstract  

This article aims to study on human clone in Never Let Me Go written by Kazuo Ishiguro. 

Human clones are raised in boarding schools separated from British society for the purpose of 

providing a ready supply of human organs for donation. This article discusses Ishiguro`s 

analogy between human cloning and people of marginality in contemporary society. The present 

study also discusses the role of empathy in context to teaching of empathy in boarding school of 

Hailsham. To conclude, clones develop empathy since they are not only meant to supply organs 

for donation but also meant to comfort other clones in rehab centers before turning into donors 

themselves. The clones of the novel are never decent from their cruel fate. They are proud to 

fulfil their role in society. 
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Introduction 

Never Let Me Go is the science fiction written by Kazuo Ishiguro first published in 2005 which 

was shortlisted for various awards and booker prizes. Kazuo Ishiguro awarded for Nobel Prize of 

2017 for Never Let Me Go. A film is also adapted from the novel by Mark Romanek during 

2010. 

The protagonist and first-character narrator of the novel is Kathy H., a clone who is thirty-one 

years old and displays lower back on her lifestyles. She is a graduate of the boarding school of 

“Hailsham” which, compared to different faculties for clones, is taken into consideration a as an 

alternative first-rate educational institution. In the course of the narrative the reader receives to 

realize the story of her existence and that of her close buddies Tommy and Ruth. Eventually 

Tommy and Ruth die earlier than the narrator because of the organ donations they have been 

certain to make. 

Kazuo Ishiguro´s novel Never Let Me Go stands inside the way of life of different well-known 

dystopian science fiction novels including Brave New World with the aid of Aldous Huxley 

(1932) or 1984 by George Orwell (1949). Especially in relation to cloning and genetic 
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engineering one feels strongly reminded of Huxley´s well-known dystopia Brave New World. 

However, there are apparent differences among the function of cloning in Brave New World and 

in Kazuo Ishiguro´s Never Let Me Go. In Brave New World, all people are artificially “created” 

in laboratories and genetically modified consistent with the wishes of society. In Huxley´s 

dystopia, there are so-referred to as “Alpha”, “Beta”, “Gamma”, “Delta” and “Epsilon” varieties 

of people which are created genetically one-of-a-kind. In Huxley´s dystopian society, the 

Epsilons are appeared as the bottom “caste” and must carry out easy, user-friendly obligations 

whereas the Alphas are presupposed to be the very best magnificence, maintaining the 

prestigious positions in society. It is obvious that genetic engineering is critical in Brave New 

Worldgiven that it's far the primary mechanism aside from conditioning that maintains Huxley´s 

dystopian society from failing. Without genetic alteration, which also includes the reduction of 

the mind capability of the lower caste humans, the dystopian international of Aldous Huxley 

could not function nicely due to the fact there could be no humans willing to do the 

unpretentious paintings of Epsilons. Additionally, decrease caste human beings with a fully 

useful brain would begin thinking the system and, in all likelihood, start to protest in opposition 

to it. In George Orwell´s dystopia “1984”, however, there may be oppressive federal surveillance 

that stabilizes the system. 

In Never Let Me Go there is no federal surveillance, genetic alteration or conditioning to be 

witnessed. However, it must be referred to that the clones in Ishiguro´s novel aren't capable of 

reproduce by themselves which suggests that their our bodies have to were changed in a certain 

way however, nevertheless, it's miles clear that the clones in Kazuo Ishiguro´s Never Let Me Go 

are completely functioning people which are wise, capable of feeling, loving and generating 

artwork. 

When it involves characterizing the dystopian world in Kazuo Ishiguro´s Never Let Me Go with 

special regard to the lifestyles of clones therein, Shameem Black says: 

“In many respects, the opportunity past due-twentieth-century reality of “Never Let Me Go” 

displays a international that the antihumanist modernists could have diagnosed. The lives of the 

genetically-engineered college students seem essentially automatic and mechanized: They pass 

thru the tiers of their lives with the regularity of college students promoted from grade to grade, 

seemingly ignorant of the horrors that shadow their march closer to struggling and loss of life. 

Any protest against this system of values, aware or subconscious, is met with ridicule through 

their friends, who do as tons because the barely registered device of instructors and docs to 

preserve their fame as machines without the ability to resist their very own exploitation. This 

imaginative and prescient gives one logical extreme of the 20thcentury obsession with challenges 

to the definition of the human” (Shameem Black,2009:788).1 

The query that arises in this context is why the clones in Ishiguro´s dystopia by no means start to 

query a gadget that exploits them physically and emotionally and eventually ends in their certain 
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demise. In an internet criticism of Never Let Me Go a reviewer referred to as “Stephen” 

expresses his frustration about this circumstance whilst writing: 

“There is in no way a feel that any of the characters are suffering with the lifeless-severe 

problems that make life worth living; they may be herded from level to degree like cattle, mooing 

articulately and chewing their cuds with a indistinct experience of malaise, but never really 

taking their lives in hand. Their very own drawing close fates do not seem to mobilize them into 

action, or listen their minds at all” (Stephen Webb)2. 

Obviously, in comparison to Brave New Worldor 1984 there aren't any mechanisms inclusive of 

oppressive surveillance, genetic manipulation, conditioning or using force gift that might explain 

the mindset of the clones in Never Let Me Go. Therefore, it appears as a substitute ordinary that 

the clones of Hailsham do no longer protest in opposition to the inhumane device of values they 

encounter, especially considering the fact that they are educated and capable of pass throughout 

the all issues. The reality in Never Let Me Gois even pretty the contrary: The clones appear to 

identify with the gadget that exploits them and any protest in opposition to the machine is even 

met with criticism and mock via the clones themselves (Black 788). This mind-set of absolute 

approval is, as an instance, exhibited while Ruth, who is one of the foremost characters of the 

novel, is scheduled for a donation. Shortly earlier than surgical treatment she states: 

“I became pretty lots geared up after I have become a donor. It felt proper. After all, it's far what 

we're imagined to be doing, isn´t it?” (Ishiguro,2006: 227)3. 

Another example of the unconditional approval of the inhumane device by using the clones 

themselves is the obvious pride of the primary-character narrator when she describes that she is a 

superb “carer” proper at the beginning of her narrative (Ishiguro 37.). It is clear that the clones 

would never dissent from their destiny. On the opposite, they may be even proud while fulfilling 

their position in society properly. Apart from the work of doctors and teachers, the main factor 

that continues the device from failing are, therefore, the moral values that the clones’ proportion. 

The novel of Kazuo Ishiguro begins with the subsequent phrases: 

“My name is Kathy. I´m thirty-one years old and I´ve been a carer for over 11 years. This 

sounds long I recognize however truly they need me to move on for any other 8 months, until the 

stop of this year” (Ishiguro,2006:3)4. 

Apart from Kathy´s pleasure while regarding herself as a “carer”, there is some other thing 

substantive in these first lines of the narrative. The writer makes use of the device of an internal 

addressee in his novel, making the narrator tell her tale to supposed listener from a primary 

character´s factor of view (Anne Whitehead,2011: 73)5. Because of this stylistic way, the reader 

begins to question his very own attitude to Ishiguro´s dystopian society, asking himself whether 

or not Kathy is telling her tale to an emphatic listener in “her world” or whether or not she is 

trying to speak with international “outside the dystopia”, for this reason talking to the reader at 

once. However, through the writer the use of this style of writing the reader feels addressed by 
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the narrator without delay and is hooked up with the clones and the lawsuits in Never Let Me 

Gopersonally. Additionally, the reader is pressured to peer the dystopian world from Kathy´s 

angle, immediately dealing with her feelings and sorrows, thereby encountering the mindset of 

an average clone in Never Let Me Go (Anne Whitehead,2011:70)6. This “personal hyperlink” to 

Kathy, her friends and their destiny creates empathy with the clones within the reader. 

The goal of this article is to have a look at the role of empathy in Kazuo Ishiguro´s “Never Let 

Me Go” with unique regard to the “coaching” of empathy at the boarding school of Hailsham. As 

already said, it is essential for the functioning of the dystopian society of Kazuo Ishiguro that the 

clones broaden empathy because they're not most effective supposed to supply organs for 

donation however also supposed to comfort other clones in the rehab centers earlier than 

becoming donors themselves. Nevertheless, the clones in Ishiguro´s novel would in no way 

dissent from their merciless destiny. On the opposite, they are even proud to meet their feature in 

society. As already said, the principle elements that preserve the dystopian system from failing 

are, apart from a barely significant device of doctors and instructors that control the exploitation 

of the clones, the attitude and the workings of the clones themselves. This situation seems odd, at 

least in the beginning sight. Typically, the clones in Never Let Me Goare emphatic, loving and 

being concerned on the one hand, but on the other hand they are unable to understand the 

inhumanity and injustice of a perverted gadget that to extremely good volume they guide by way 

of their very own paintings. This essay will have a look at the role of the instructional machine in 

Never Let Me Gowith a purpose to characterize forms of coaching, training and upbringing that 

cause the everyday traits of the clones. 

Conclusion 

To conclude, Ishiguro's novel is narrated from a factor of view of biotechnology placed in 

technological know-how fiction not handiest units off alarm bells, however additionally 

represents his political motivation. With the topic of homelessness, Hailsham is portrayed as the 

go back of Ishiguro's repressed reminiscence for "home," the repetition in a particular situation 

and dominant way of life. For Ishiguro, Hailsham isn't most effective a projection to the UK of 

the Nineties, but through projecting ahead right into a future when the competition among "us" 

and "them" it turns into a worldwide issue. The novel functions as uncanny echoes of a 

sophisticated technology which opens "approaches of residing at domestic abroad or overseas at 

home” While confronted with such intersubjectivity, no person is identical with himself/herself. 

Split internally as we're, at present and inside the future, we are all strangers to ourselves and 

we're all of the others mainly moral conditions complete of foreignness. No count number how 

the world changes and irrespective of how domestic become unhomely or vice versa, the motto 

of "being informed and now not informed" stays unchanged. 
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